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the largest heads among the Japanese Cirsium 
species. In 1977 and 2001 the author found 
Cirsium plants with curious shaped involucral 
bracts in Mt. Hakusan, Ishikawa Pref., in the 
vicinity of the westernmost limit of the distribu¬ 
tion of the species. They are characterized by 
having globular juvenile involucres, green, 
lanceolate, strongly recurved involucral phyl- 
laries and soft and short spines at apex and along 
the edge of involucral phyllaries. The involucral 
phyllaries of typical C. purpuratum distributed 
around Mt. Fuji are purplish and oblique and are 
armed with a very hard and sharp spine at the 
apex and along the edge of the involucral 
phyllaries. 

Voucher specimens: JAPAN: Honshu, Isikawa 
Pref.: Hakusan-shi, Mt. Hakusan, Betto-deai 
(Sept. 2, 1975, H. Takahashi, KPM-NA065051; 
Mt. Hakusan, Sabo-shindo (Sept. 6 2001, H. 
Takahashi KPM-NA0124164). 
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Hiroyuki IketanT , Toshio Katsuki” and Takayuki Kawahara c : Prunus xyedoensis 

‘Somei-yoshino’, a Correct Cultivar Name for Yoshino Cherry 

Prunus xyedoensis ‘Somei-yoshino’, ^i$noflC , 


Prunus xyedoensis Matsum. “Somei- 
yoshino” in Japanese or “Yoshino cherry” is 
the most famous and widespread flowering 
cherry cultivar in Japan. Although this 
cultivar was originally described as a distinct 
species at its discovery (Fujino 1900, 
Matsumura 1901), it proved to be a cultivar 
because all trees are almost identical and 
propagated vegetatively. The clonal nature of 
this cultivar was revealed by DNA analysis 
of minisatellite (Innan et ah 1995) and 
microsatellite (Iketani et al. in prep.) loci. 

The biological origin of this plant was ar¬ 
gued for a long time. Wilson (1916) pro¬ 
posed a hypothesis that it is a hybrid between 
Prunus pendula and P. speciosa. This hy¬ 
pothesis is now almost universally accepted 


by virtue of the production of artificial 
interspecific hybrid cultivars (Takenaka 
1962, 1965), which are very similar to the 
original plant. As a consequence, the entity 
signified by the name “ Prunus xyedoensis ” 
became changed by the appearance of these 
new hybrids. Whereas this specific name had 
practically indicated only one cultivar up to 
that time, it became a name of a hybrid 
species which contains several cultivars. 

A nomenclatural problem also occurred at 
the same time. The original cultivar of this 
hybrid species had no scientific cultivar 
name. Then Ohwi (1973) published a 
cultivar name, Prunus xyedoensis ‘Yedoen- 
sis’ for the first time. This cultivar epithet, 
‘Yedoensis’ was legitimate under the 1969 
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edition of the International Code of 
Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP; 
Gilmour et al. 1969), which was effective 
then. However, this nomination by the dupli¬ 
cation of the epithet in Latin form was not 
recommended in Art. 17 Note 1 of the 1995 

code (Trehane et al. 1995): “.an autonym 

as provided for under the Rules of the ICBN 

is not to be retained as a cultivar epithet.”. 

Finally it is definitively prohibited in Art. 
19.18 of the present code (Brickell et al. 
2004): “The epithet of a cultivar name is not 
to duplicate the final epithet in Latin form of 
the correct name under the I. C. B. N. of the 
taxonomic unit at the rank of species or 
below to which it is assigned: the cultivar 
must be given a distinct epithet as deter¬ 
mined by Art. 19.8, where applicable.” 

Therefore, a new cultivar epithet is neces¬ 
sary for this plant. We thought that its 
Japanese vernacular name “Somei-yoshino”, 
the first name in the literature (Fujino 1900), 
is the most appropriate because the princi¬ 
ples of priority apply under the ICNCP. 

Primus xyedoensis Matsum. in Bot. Mag. 
Tokyo 15 : 100 (1901), pro sp. 

‘Somei-yoshino’ Fujino in Nippon Engei 
Zasshi (92): 1 (1900), nom. nov. 

Prunus xyedoensis Matsum. ‘Yedoensis’, 
Ohwi in Ohwi & Ohta, FI. Cherries Jap.: 
240, t. 117 (1973), nom. illegit. 

We wish to thank Dr. H. Ohashi, Prof. 
Emeritus of Tohoku University for helpful 
suggestions. 
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